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ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1950. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
BROMSGROVE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mk.  Chairman,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual 
Report  on  the  state  of  the  Public  Health  in  Broinsgrove  Rural 
District  for  the  year  1950,  and  a report  of  the  work  carried  out 
by  your  Health  Department. 

The  general  health  throughout  the  District  remained  good. 
However,  the  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis 
Register  was  disturbing. 

The  northern  parts  of  the  District  were  involved  in  the 
epidemic  of  acute  poliomyelitis  which  occurred  during  the  year. 
Though  this  disease,  naturally,  causes  concern  when  present, 
due  to  our  lack  of  knowledge  of  its  methods  of  spread,  one 
must  not  lose  a sense  of  proportion  as  to  its  dangers.  The 
number  of  deaths  attributed  to  poliomyelitis  during  the  year 
1950,  for  the  whole  country,  was  equal  to  the  number  of  deaths 
from  tuberculosis  occurring  in  a period  of  three  weeks  during 
the  same  year. 

Housing  remained  a major  problem. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Council 
for  the  kindness  and  consideration  extended  to  me  since  my 
appointment.  I would  also  thank  Mr.  Dudley  and  his  staff 
for  all  the  help  and  (.*o-operation  I have  been  given. 

The  enthusiastic  work  of  Mr.  Chainings,  the  Assistant 
Sanitary  Inspectors,  and  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department 
has  done  much  towards  making  my  Mork  a pleasure. 

1 am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

0 

Ahmr  obedi(‘nt  Servant, 

E.  T.  SHENNAN,  M.B.,  Ch.B..  D.IMl., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

AREA. 

Ami  in  acros  45,010. 

f\(‘<?istrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident 


])opnlation 

Mid  1950 

— 27,910 

Mid  1949 

— 28,000 

Mid  1947 

— 25,230 

Mid  1937 

— 19,020 

Number  of  inhabited  houses — 

End  of  1950 

— 8,129 

End  of  1949 

— 8,030 

End  of  1948 

— 7,880 

End  of  1947 

— 7,798 

End  of  1937 

— 0,045 

Rateable  Value,  1st  April,  1950 

£103,219. 

Sum  Represented  'by  a Penny  Rate.. 

£002. 

Population  by  Parishes. 

Estimated 

1939. 

1950 

Alvechureh 

3230 

4520 

Belbroughton 

2070 

2580 

Bentley  Pauncefoot  

344 

350 

Beoley 

770 

850 

Clent 

1943 

1950 

Oofton  Hackett 

3730 

4440 

Dodford-with-Grafton 

513 

530 

Frankley 

184 

220 

Hagley  .... 

2233 

2030 

Hunnington 

543 

510 

Eomsley  .... 

1070 

990 

Stoke  Prior 

2130 

2200 

Tutnall  and  Cobley 

097 

790 

Wythall 

4482 

5290 

TOTALS 

24,557 

27,910 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live 


Births. 


(1949  figures  in  brackets). 

I 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

Legitimate  ... 

....  198 

195 

393 

Illegitimate 

12 

12 

24 

210 

207 

417 

(232) 

(197) 

(429) 

Birth  Rate.  (Births  per  1000  population)  : — 

1950  1949  1948  1937  1950— England  & Wales. 

14.9  15.3  18.2  14.1  15.8  (10.7) 
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Illegitimacy  Rate.  (Total  live  illegitimate  births  per  1000 

total  live  births)  : — 

1950  1949  1948  1937 

57.0  42.0  53.3  32.0. 

The  1950  birth-rate  of  14.9  per  1,000  population  showed  a 
fall  in  the  rate  for  the  district  over  the  previous  year  of  0.4 — this 
rate  was  0.9  per  1,000  below  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales, 
which  was  15.8.  The  1949  birth-rate  (15.3)  was  1.4  per  1,000 
below  the  rate  for  the  whole  country  (1G.7). 

These  figures  show  that  the  general  decline  in  the  birth-rate 
throughout  the  country  was  reflected  in  your  district,  but  the 
fall  was  only  half  as  great. 

The  Illegitimacy  Rate  showed  a slight  increase. 


STILL  BIRTHS. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


M.  F.  Total. 

3 3 6 (11) 

1 — 1 (— ) 


4 3 7 (11) 

Still-birth  Rate.  (Still  births  per  1,000  total  live  and  still 

births)  : — 

1950  1949  1948  1937 

16.6  25.0  25.9  38.1 

Rate  of  Still-births  per  1,000  Total  population  : — 

1950  1949  1948  1937  1950 — England  & Wales. 

0.25  0.39  0.-48  0.56  0.37 

The  Still-birth  rate  showed  a welcome  substantial  fall  over 
the  previous  year.  The  rate  of  still-births  per  1,000  total 
population  was  well  below  that  for  the  whole  country. 

DEATHS.  M.  F.  Total. 

150  131  281 

(125)  (152)  (277) 

Death  Rate.  (Deaths  per  1,000  population): — 

1950  1949  1948  1937  1950 — England  & Wales. 

9.9  10.0  9.4  11.1  11.7  (11.6) 

, There  was  no  significant  change  in  the  number  of  deaths  or 
the  death-rate. 

The  Major  Causes  of  Deaths  (by  percentage)  : — 

1.  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and 

Circulatory  system 

(inchiding  apoplexy).  51.3%  (46.6%)  of  all  deaths. 

2.  Cancer  (all  forms).  15.5%  (18.9%)  of  aU  deaths. 

3.  Respiratory  Diseases 

(Excluding  T.B.).  6.1%  (10.3%)  of  all  deaths. 

4.  Accidents  (Road  Traffic  and 

others).  2.9%  (3.6%)  of  all  deaths. 

5.  Tuberculosis  (all  forms).  2.2%  (1.1%)  of  all  deaths. 

Tlie  order  of  major  causes  of  deaths  remained  unchanged. 

The  percentages  showed  some  variation  from  the  previous  year, 
but  these  were  not  significant. 
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MATERNAL  DEATHS. 

Tlu'i’o  was  one  niaterual  death. 

Maternal  Mortality.  (Maternal  Deatlis  per  1,000  total  live 

and  still-births)  : — 

1950  1949  1948  1937  1950 — England  & Wales. 

2.39  Nil.  4.0  Nil.  0.80  (0.98) 


INFANT  AND  NEONATAL  DEATHS. 
Infant  deaths  (under  1 year  of  age). 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Legitimate  ....  ....  3 

3 

6 (11) 

Illegitimate  ....  ....  2 

1 

3 (-) 

5 

4 

9 (11) 

Neonatal  deaths  (under  4 weeks  of  age). 

M.  F. 

Total. 

Legitimate  ....  ....  2 

3 

5 

Illegitimate  ....  ....  2 

1 

3 

' 4 

4 

8 

Infant  and  Neonatal  Mortality  Rates  : — 


1950 

1949 

1948 

1937 

1950 

Deaths  of  legitimate 

Bn 

gland  and 

infants  per  1,000 
legitimate  live  births. 

15.3 

26.8 

24.6 

29.7 

Wales. 

Deaths  of  illegitimate 

infants  per  1,000  illegi- 
timate live  births. 

125.0 

Nil. 

Nil. 

111.0. 



Deaths  of  infants  under 

4 w^eeks  of  age  per 
1,000  total  live  births. 

19.2 





Deaths  of  infants  under 

. 

1 year  of  age  per 
1,000  total  live  births. 

21.6 

25.6 

24.6 

32.4 

29.8 

Causes  of  Infant  Deaths  : — 

Prematurity  4 (Neonatal). 

Congenital  Abnormality  3 (Neonatal).\ 

Asphyxia  Neonatorum  1 (Neonatral). 

Gastro-Enteritis  1 ( 

For  the  first  time  the  neonatal  deaths  (deaths  under  4 weeks 
of  age)  are  given.  These  show  that  8 of  the  9 infant  deaths 
were  in  this  group.  The  infant  death-rate  reaclu'd  a new  low 
level  of  21.58,  wliich  w'as  well  below  the  rate  for  the  whole 
country  of  29.8  and  below  that  for  the  district  for  1949  of  25.6. 
There  was  a very  high  death-rate  among  illegitimate  infants, 
which  show'ed  that  the  chances  of  survival  of  illegitimate  infants 
was  8 times  less  than  that  of  legitimate  infants. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  BROMSGROVE  RURAL  DISTRICT 

1950. 


Causes  of  Death. 

M. 

— 1 

1 

i 

1 

i 

Total. 

Moitality 
rate  per 
1,000  Pop. 

1.  Tuberculosis,  resijiratory  ... 

3 

I 

2 

5 

.18 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

1 

1 

.035 

8.  Syphilitic  disease  ... 

— 

— 

4.  Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— 

■ 

— 

5.  Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

— 

— 



b.  Meningococcal  infections  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

2 

1 

3 

.10 

8.  Measles 

— 

— 

-- 

— 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  ... 



1 

1 

.035 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

0 

5 , 

11 

.39 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 

4 

2 ' 

1 

0 

.21 

chus 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

1 

4 

.14 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

— 

14.  Other  malignant  and  hunphatic 
neoplasms 

7 

15 

22 

.78 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ... 

2 

2 

.07 

16.  Diabetes 

— 

• 2 

2 

.07 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

19 

22 

. 41 

1.47 

18.  Coronary  d'sease,  angina  ... 

31 

9 

40 

1.43 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

— 

4 

4 

.14 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

18 

20 

44 

1.57 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

3 

10 

13 

.46 

22.  Influenza 

— 

1 

1 

.035 

23.  Pneimionia  ... 

3 

2 

5 

.18 

24.  Bronchitis  ... 

0 

5 

11 

.39 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory 
system 

— 

1 

1 

.035 

20.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenmn 

3 

2 

5 

.18 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

2 

— 

2 

.07 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

— 

1 

1 

.035 

31.  Congenital  Malformations... 

2 

1 

3 

.10 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  ... 

10 

30 

40 

1.43 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

1 

1 

2 

.07 

34.  All  other  accidents 

1 

5 

0 

.21 

35.  Suicide 

1 

— 

1 

.035 

30.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS  

125 

152 

277 

9.92 
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SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Very  ext(‘iisive  preventative  and  treatment  services  wen* 
provided  tlirouohoiit  the  district.  The  services  directed  towards 
the  promotion  of  l)etter  ])ersonal  health  and  tlie  prevention  of 
disease  were  jirovided  in  the  main  by  the  County  Council  and 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  ; the  services  directed 
towards  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  disease  were  provided 
by  the  general  practitioner  service  and  the  Regional  ITospital 
Board. 


(a)  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 


The  following  Child  Welfare  Clinics,  provided  by  the  County 
Council,  were  held  in  the  district 


1st  and  3rd  Wednesday  in  mouth. 
3rd  Wednesday  in  month. 

1st  and  3rd  Monday  in  month. 

2nd  and  4th  Monday  in  month. 

2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  in  month. 

1st  and  3rd  Thursday  in  month. 
2nd  and  4th  Wednesday  in  month. 
2nd  and  4th  Wednesday  in  month. 
Every  Friday. 

These  clinics  do  an  enormous  amount  of  good  work  in  the 
education  of  mothers  in  the  care  of  babies  and  young  children. 
By  regular  attendance  at  the  clinics  the  healthy  progress  of  the 
young  child  can  be  watched  and  any  deviation  from  the  normal 
noted  and  advice  given  by  the  medical  and  nursing  staff  in 
attendance. 


Alvechurch 
Beoley 

Belbroughton 

Clent 

Cofton  Ilackett 
Finstall 
Hagley 
Wythall 
lV>st  Heath 


The  steady  declme  in  the  infant  and  child  mortality,  and 
the  general  improvement  in  child  care,  can  be  claimed  to  have 
resulted  in  a large  part  from  the  work  of  the  clinics  over  the  years. 

The  enthusiastic  aid  to  the  medical  and  nursing  staffs  at 
these  clinics  given  by  the  voluntary  helpers  was  much  appre- 

(b)  Health  Visiting. 

The  County  Council  provided  a service  of  health  visitors 
throughout  the  district. 

These  were  as  follows  : — 


iMrs.  Jones, 

Cliffords  Cottage, 
Beoley. 


Alvechurch, 
Cofton  Hackett, 
Wythall. 


Miss  Bullock, 

2 Church  Aveniie, 
(’lent. 


Belbroughton, 

Clent. 


.Miss  Partridge, 

Blount  Hill  Cottages, 
1 lanbury. 


Bentley. 
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Miss  Sheppard, 

100  Heathfield  Eoad, 
Eedditch. 

Mrs.  Bryan, 

25  Windsor  Street, 
Bromsgrove. 

Miss  A.  Lawson, 

8 Chesterwood  Eoad, 
King’s  Heath, 

Birmingham  14. 

• Mrs.  Porter, 

26  Hill  Street, 
Stourbridge. 

Mrs.  Irwin, 

Flat  1, 

40  Britannia  Square, 
Worcester. 

Miss  Abbott, 

40  New  Eoad, 
Stourbridge. 


Beoley, 

Tardebigge. 


Dodford, 

Fairfield, 

Tutnall  & Cobley. 

West  Heath, 

Frankley, 

Wildmoor. 


Hagley. 


Stoke  Prior, 
Timberhonger. 


Hunnington, 

Eomsley. 


These  nurses  visit  the  mother,  in  the  home,  to  advise  on  the 
care  of  her  baby  and  yoimg  children,  and  to  give  adduce  on  any 
health  matters  which  may  affect  the  family.  They  are 
especially  interested  in  the  promotion  and  maintenance  of  breast 
feeding  and  in  encouraging  regular  attendance  at  the  Welfare 
Clinics.  They  are  also  in  attendance  at  Welfare  Clinics,  and  in 
many  cases  act  as  school  nurses.  They  are  alwgys  available  to 
hell)  ^iicl  advise  mothers  experiencing  difficulties  in  bringing 
up  their  children. 


(c)  The  Midwifery  Services  and  Home  Nursing. 

Three  agencies  provided  the  midwifery  services  throughout 
the  district.  1.  The  family  doctor — ante  and  post  natal  care 
and  attendance  at  home  confinements.  2.  The  County  Council 
(a)  The  provision  of  ante-natal  clinics,  (b)  the  provision  of 
district  nurse-midwives  to  act  as  midwives  or  to  assist  the  family 
doctor  as  maternity  nurses  in  home  confinements.  3.  The 
Eegional  Hospital  Board — the  provision  of  hospital  beds  for 
treatment  and  hospital  confinement  where  required. 

There  was  a shortage  of  maternity  beds  available  to  the 
district.  The  County  Medical  Officer,  acting  as  agent  for  the 
Eegional  Hospital  Board,  allocated  the  existing  beds  according 
to  the  urgency  and  unsuitability  for  home  confinement  of  each 
individual  case.  It  is  hoped  that  when  the  proposed  Maternity 
Block  at  All  Saints  Hospital,  Bromsgrove,  is  fully  functioning 
the  bed  position  will  be  niucli  improved. 
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The  district  nurses  also  attend  general  medical  and  surgiciil 
cases  in  the  home. 

(d)  School  Health  Services. 

The  County  Council  continued  to  provide  an  extensive  school 
health  service  throughout  the  district.  Regular  Medical 
Inspections  of  school  children  were  carried  out  and  special 
cUnics,  e.g.  Minor  ailment,  orthopaedic,  ophthalmic,  dental, 
child  guidance,  etc.,  were  available  for  the  reference  of  children 
where  more  detailed  investigation  or  treatment  was  required. 
An  ()])en-Air  School  was  available  at  Malvern  to  which  children 
who  were  thought  to  be  likely  to  benefit  from  a change  of  air 
and  environment  could  be  sent. 

(e)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  County  Council  provided  a laboratory  for  the  chemical 
and  bacteriological  analysis  of  water,  milk,  etc. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  provided,  at  the 
Royal  Infirmary,  Worcester,  facilities  for  the  bacteriological 
examination  of  specimens  in  connection  with  the  diagnosis  and 
prevention  of  spread  of  infectious  disease. 


(f)  Hospital  Services. 

Hospitals,  under  the  control  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board, 
with  the  exception  of  Redditch  Maternity  Hosj^ital,  which 
served  this  District,  were  ; — 

Infectious  Disease.  Hayley  Green  Hospital,  Halesowen  ; 

Little  Bromwich  Fever  Hospital, 
Birmingham  ; 

Hill  Top  Isolation  Hospital,  Broms- 
grove. 


Tuberculosis.  Hill  Top  Hospital,  Bromsgrove. 

Knightwick  Sanatorium  ; 

Hayley  Green  Sanatorium.  Halesowen. 

Maternity.  IMary  Stevens  Maternity  Hospital, 

Stourbridge  ; 

Lucy  Baldwin  Maternity  Hospital, 
Stoiiri)ort' ; 

Rigby  Hall  Maternity  Hospital,  Bronis- 
grove. 

Redditch  Maternity  Ilosisital  (a  volun- 
tary hospital  not  under  control  of 
the  Regional  Hos])ital  Board). 

The  Birmingham  Maternity  Hospital, 
Birmingham. 


Children’s  Disease. 
Venereal  Disease. 

Mental  Illness. 


Children’s  Hospital,  Birmingham. 
General  Hospital,  Birmingham. 

Royal  Infirmary,  Worcester. 

Barnsley  Hall  Mental  Hospital,  Broms- 
grove. 

Powick  Mental  Hospital,  Malvern. 
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(Ji'tK'I  ilJ.  : 


- Bi'()iii,Sf>Tov(‘,  Cottage  Hospital.  . 
Smallwood  lIos])ital,  Kedditch. 

The  Creneral  Hospitals.  Birniingham. 
Aged  Chronic  Sick.  All  Saints  Hos])ital,  Bromsgrdve. 

I 

(g)  Diphtheria  Immunisation  and  Smallpox  Vaccination 

Service.  • ■ 

This  was  ])rovided  by  the  C'ouuty  (knincil.  Locally  it  was 
administered  jointly  with  that  of  tlie  Bronisgrove  Urban  District 
by  the  Bronisgrove  Urban  District  Health  Department. 

Figures  of  immunisation  and  vaccinations  carried  out  are 
found  under  Section  (F). 

(h)  Ambulance  Service. 

This  was  provided  by  the  County  Couneil  and  the  Eural 
District  was  serviced  from  surrounding  centres. 

(i)  Health  Education. 

The  Council  contributes  to  the  Central  Council  for  Health 
Education,  and  leaflets  and  posters  were  obtained  from  them 
and  were  used  for  display  and  distribution  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  District,  in  connection  with  the  prevention  of  the  major 
infectious  diseases.  An  increase  in  this  work  is  to  be  expected, 
and  a great  deal  more  of  it  must  be  carried  out  m co-operation 
with  the  County  Council.  It  would  seem  reasonable  that  the 
County  Council  should  be  responsible  for  the  General  Health 
Education,  while  this  Council  remains  responsible  for  giving 
information  in  connection  with  specific  Infectious  Diseases. 

SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  in  his  report,  gives  details 

of  the  Sanitary  Inspections  carried  out  during  the  year. 

> 

2.  Water  Supply. 

Over  four-fifths  of  the  houses  in  the  district  were  supplied 
with  main  piped  water  supplies  which  were  satisfactory  in 
quality  and  quantity.  There  were  still,  however,  many  dwelhngs 
and  farm  premises  with  only  well  water  supplies.  These  latter 
supplies  were,  to  a large  extent,  unsatisfactory. 

Tvcutine  sampling  of  well  water  supplies  for  bacteriological 
or  chemical  analysis  was  done  during  the  year.  Fifty-nine 
sami)les  for  both  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination,  and 
;i  for  bacteriological  examination  only,  were  taken. 

Sampling  at  source  of  main  su])plies  was  done  by  the  Water 
Undertakings.  Specimens  of  the  result  of  this  sam])ling  are 
given  on  page  15. 
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Durin”:  tlie  year  iiiuier  ritHic'w  the  following  extensions  of 
mains  were'  ('ffeetc'd  : . 

(a)  By  the  Unral  District  Coinicil  : — 545  yards,  and 
<b)  under  Guarantee  AgreenuMits  with  the  following  public 
water  undertakings  ; 

Tlie  ('ity  of  Birmingliam  Water  l)ei)artment  721  yards 
East  \Voreestershire  Waterworks  Company  2377  yards 
Stourbridge  and  District  Water  Board  29  yards. 

During  the  year,  the  t'ouneil  subniitt(‘d  to  the  County  Council 
and  to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  under  the  Eural  Districts  Water 
and  Sew('rage  Acts,  1944,  priority  schemes  for  the  extension  of 
mains  to  certain  |)arts  of  the  district  not  already  served.  Tlu'st^ 
schemes  were  a])proved  in  principle,  but  negotiations  were  still 
in  jirogress  at  the  end  of  the  y(‘ar. 

The  proposed  schemes  in  order  of  i)riority  were  as  follows  : — 


*P  riant  y 

Location. 

Parish. 

1. 

Wild  moor. 

Belbroughton. 

H- 

Dodford  Village*. 

T)odford-with -Grafton. 

3. 

Woodgate,  Harbours  Hill  and 

Sharjeway  Gate. 

Stoke  Prior. 

4. 

Beoley  (outside  village  area). 

Beoley. 

5. 

Madeiey  Heath. 

Belbroughton. 

^6. 

Walton  Pool. 

Clent. 

7. 

Upper  Bentley. 

Bentley  Pauncefool . 

8. 

Snuff  Hill  and  Crop])ings  Green, 

. Belbroughton. 

9. 

Eumbow. 

Clent. 

* Subject  to  possible  amendment. 


3.  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  following  are  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  situated  in  the 
•district  : — 


Alvechurch 

Clent 

Cofton  Tlackett  - 


Hagley 
Hunnington 
Stoke  Prior 


Wythall 


Lye  Bridge.  \ 

Hossill  Lane  - with  land 

Horse  Patsurc'  > irrigation. 

Kingswood  Eoad— Pnm])ing  Station  to 
Birmingham. 

Cofton  Eoad. 

Sweetpool. 

Illey  Lane. 

Stoke  Works. 

Finstall — Pumping  Station  to  Broins- 
grove  U.D.C. 

Houndsfield  Lane. 


With  the  exception  of  the  following,  the  Sewage  Disposal 
plants  in  the  district  were  functioning  satisfactorily  : — 

(a)  Clent — Hossill  Lane. 

The  method  of  disposal  comprises  of  land  irrigation  which 
has  been  overcharged.  In  consequence  the  Council’s  Consulting 
Engineers  were  instructed  to  prepare  a scheme  of  sewage 
disposal,  and  following  a local  public  inquiry  in  1948  tenders 
were  invited  and  the  contract  entered  into  under  which  the 
work  on  the  proposed  scheme  will  be  commenced  early  in  1951. 

(b)  Hagley— Sweetpool. 

These  works  are  overloaded  and  a report  prepared  by  the 
Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  has  been  received  and  is  under 
consideration. 

With  exceptions  referred  to  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
llrqmrt,  the  built-up  areas  of  the  District  are  sewered. 

Tenders  were  invited  for  the  large  scheme  for  the  construction 
of  Disposal  Works  and  Sewers  for  the  Village  of  Belbroughton 
and  negotiations  were  stUl  in  progress  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

For  the  unsewered  areas  the  Council  provided  a cesspool 
emptying  service,  giving,  where  necessary,  a quarterly  emptying 
free  of  charge.  This  w^as  administered  by  the  Surveyor’s 
Department,  who  control  the  two  cesspool  vehicles  used  for 
this  purpose. 
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WATER  UNDERTAKINGS. 

EAST  WORCESTERSHIRE  WATERWORKS  CO. 
Sampled  in  Fairfield. 

I 

CITY  OF  BIRMINGHAM  WATER  DEPARTMENT 

.Sampled  in  Frankley. 

STOURBRIDGE  & DISTRICT  WATER  BOARD. 

.Sampled  in  Belbroughton. 

SOUTH  STAFFORDSHIRE  WATERWORKS  CO. 

.Sampled  in  Romsley. 

1 

1 BROMSGROVE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Sampled  in  Beoley. 

Physical  Characters 

Clear 

Opalescent 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Odour 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

Deposit. 

None 

Brown 

None 

No21C 

Slight 

brown 

7.7 

pH. 

7.4 

8.0 

7.2 

7.1 

Chemical  Examination. 

‘Solids  in  Suspension. 

(Dried  at  inO°C). 

None 

Trace 

None 

None 

Trace 

‘Solids  in  Solution 
(Dried  at  180°C). 

27 

7 

61 

24 

48 

‘SoUds  in  Solution  after 
Ignition. 

24 

3 

56 

21 

38 

‘Chlorides  Calculated  as  Com- 
mon Salt. 

5.2 

0.7 

11 

3.6 

. 3.5 

‘Hardness  Permanent. 

3 

1 

24 

2 

3 

‘Hardness  Temporary 

13 

2 

21 

9 

37 

‘Hardness  Total. 

16 

3 

45 

11 

40 

‘Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

None 

0.0006 

0.0002 

0.0004 

0.001 

‘Albuminoid  Ammonia. 

0.0002 

0.0092 

0.0004 

0.0012 

0.0012 

‘Nitric  Nitrogen  (Nitrates). 

0.67 

None 

1.2 

0.41 

0.02 

‘Nitrous  Nitrogen  (Nitrites) 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

‘Oxygen  Absorbed  in  I brs. 
at  27°C. 

0.013 

0.16 

None 

None 

0.026 

‘Toxic  Metals. 

None 

detected 

None 

detected 

None 

detectttd 

None 

detected 

None 

detected 

Bacteriological  Examination. 

No.  of  Colonies  Developing 
upon  Agar. 

(a)  in  2 days  at  37°C  per  1 m.l. 

Nil 

20 

I 

2 

40  ' 

(b)  In  3 days  at  22°C  per  I m.l. 

2 

2(» 

1 

2 

120 

CoU-Aerogenes  (Presumi)tlve 
Coli)  Count,  per  100  m.l. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

‘Exjjressed  in  i)arts  per  100,000 

The  SuiDply  of  Water  in  the  parishes  is  as  follows  : 
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4.  Public  Cleansing. 

Kofuso  colU'ctioii  and  (Us])i)iSiil  was  carrit'd  out  t-liroughout 
tlio  district  under  the  direction  of  the  Surveyor’s  Department. 

A c(dleetion  was  earri(‘d  out,  so  far  as  ])racticable,  once  a 
fortnight,  and  dis})osed  by  tii)])ing  at  the  following  fiv(‘  sites 
Alv(‘church,  Belbroughton,  Homsley,  Stoke  Jb’ior,  and  Wythall. 

Six  refuse  vehicles  wen*  in  ust*  during  the  year. 

,5.  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

Caravans  continued  to  loom  large  among  the  Public  Health 
and  Town  Planning  problems  of  the  district.  Your  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector  is  to  be  congratulated  for  the  way  he  and 
his  Assistants  have  kept  the  matter  under  supervision  and 
control.  The  district  is  an  obvious  choice  for  homeless  families 
seeking  relief  fi'om  their  unhap])y  circumstances  by  essaying 
caravan  accommodation.  Daily,  would-be  earavan  dwellers 
from  without  the  district  arc*  seeking  sites  in  your  i)lea8ant 
countryside.  As  the  result  of  your  Sanitary  Ins])ector  s 
vigilance  the  situation  has  not  been  allowed  to  get  out  of  hand, 
and  the  indiseriminate  parking  of  caravans  has  not  taken  place 
in  the  district  as  has  been  the  case  in  many  other  Piural  Areas. 

National  guidance  is  necessary  in  this  problem,  as  caravans 
appear  to  be  in  almost  unlimited  production.  Young  couples 
cannot  be  blamed  for  seeking  release  from  living  with  in-laws 
and  the  extortionate  rents  of  furnished  accommodation,  to  set 
up  house  in  a comfortably  appointed  earavan,  especially  when 
their  hopes  of  tenancy  of  a Council  house  are  infinitesimal. 
HoweA’er,  sympathetic  as  one  may  feel  towards  these  unhappy 
people,  it  cannot  be  agreed  that  all  the  responsibility  for 
providing  suitable  caravan  sites  should  devolve  on  the  rural 
districts.  All  local  authorities,  urban  and  rural,  should  be 
interested  in  the  provision  of  such  sites  to  ease  the  housing 
problems  of  their  own  people  and  to  provide  temporary  dwelhngs 
until  such  time  as  the  building  of  new  houses  catches  up  with 
the  demand. 


SECTION  D. 


HOUSING. 

The  liousing  situation  in  the  district  remains  much  the  same 
as  indicated  in  the  reports  of  the  last  four  years.  Very  little 
progress  has  been  made  in  meeting  the  need  for  new  houses — the 
(Council  built  35  houses  during  the  year,  against  a waiting  list 
of  over  800  applicants.  The  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Dex)artment  under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  concern- 
ing slum-clearance,  rehousing  from  overcrowded  and  sub- 
standard houses,  and  repair  of  property,  is  virtually  at  a standstill 
beyond  the  requesting  of  reasonable  repairs  to  property  to  keep 
it  “ reasonably  ” habitable. 

Housing  remains  a major  public  health  problem.  Environ- 
ment plays  a vital  x^art  in  the  health  and  haijpiness  of  the 
individual.  Bad  housing  circumstances,  whether  they  be  due 
to  insanitary  construction,  overcrowding,  uncongenial  sub- 
tenancies, disproportionate  rents  for  furnished  accommodation, 
or  lack  of  the  hope  of  a “ home  of  one’s  own,”  all  act  to  the 
detriment  of  the  jibysical  and  mental  well-being  of  the  occupants. 

It  is  disheartening  to  have  to  reply  to  requests  for  urgent 
relief  of  intolerable  housiug  conditions  with  the  stock  reply 
i hat  “ there  are  many  worse  cases.”  What  a jirospect  for  young 
married  i)eoj)le,  living  with  relations,  or  tolerated  as  sub-tenants 
only  upon  conditions  of  family  limitation  and  extortionate 
rents  ! What  chance  have  these  peoisle  of  a normal  family  life 
ia  a home  of  their  own  “? 

This  problem  is  not  peculiar  to  this  district  alone,  but  is 
nation-wide.  A solution  must  be  found. 

During  the  year  I reported  to  the  Council  on  the  state  of 
the  hutments  on  the  Squatters’  Cami)  at  Frankley.  The 
condition  of  the  huts  showed  signs  of  considerable  deterioration, 
being  originally  of  flimsy  construction.  In  some  cases  they 
were  in  a dangerous  condition.  I am  happy  to  be  able  to  state 
that  the  Council  obtained  the  co-operation  of  adjoining  local 
authorities  in  re-housing  a considerable  number  of  the  famiUes, 
and  the  vacated  huts  were  demoUshed.  It  is  hoped  that  by 
the  end  of  1961  this  camp  may  cease  to  exist. 
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SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  food  premises  continued  during  this 
year.  Every  effort  was  made  to  improve  wlierc  possible 
premises  and  equipment  to  ensure  the  clean  and  safe  handlmg 
of  food-stiiffs. 

The  Council  adopted  the  Model  Byelaws,  made  under  Section 
15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  securing  the  observance 
of  Sanitary  and  Cleanly  Practices  and  Conditions  in  conn^tion 
with  the  Handling,  Wrapping,  Delivering  and  Sale  of  Food. 
It  is  hoped  that  these  Byelaws  will  help  to  strengthen  the 
Council’s  hand  in  dealing  with  managements  who  do  not 
maintain  a sufficiently  high  standard  of  food-handling. 

However,  hygienic  premises  alone  will  not  provide  safe  food 
if  the  food-handlers  themselves  are  not  well  versed  in  the 
necessity  for  absolute  cleanliness  in  the  handling  of  foodstutts, 
and  the  dangers,  ever  present,  of  bacterial  contamination. 

Food  Poisoning.  * 

Outbreaks  of  food-poisoning  were  reported  to  be  on  the 
increase  throughout  the  county.  The  Rural  District  was 
fortunate  to  be  free  from  any  reported  outbreak  during  the  year. 
One  individual  case  only  was  notified.  The  source  of  infection 
was  not  identified. 
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ACTION  F. 

l’liKVALh]N('E  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Notifiable  Disease  1950. 


DISEASE. 

Corrected 

N otifications 

Admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

■ — • 

Scarlet  Fever 

32 

1 

— 

Measles 

143 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

75 

— 

— 

Typhoid  F'ever 

— 

— 

— ■ 

{’aratyphoid  .... 

— 

' 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever.  .. 

— 

— 

— ■ 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  .... 

13 

11 

O 

Polio-Encephahtis 

1 

1 

1 

Acute  Pneumonia 

8 

— 

5 (1  noti- 

Erysipelas 

3 

1 

fied.) 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .... 

1 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neona- 
torum 

Malaria 



— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

1 

— 

TOTAL  

.278 

16 

8 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

There  was  an  extensive  outbreak  of  acute  poliomyelitis 
throughout  the  Midlands  during  the  summer  months,  and  a 
large  number  of  cases  occurred  in  Birmingham.  Presumably 
because  of  their  close  proximity  to  the  city,  the  most  northerly 
parishes  in  the  district  were  involved.  In  all,  there  were 
14  cases  (12  paralytic,  2 non-paralytic).  There  were  three 
deatlis  (ages  1 year,  29  years,  35  years).  The  Parishes  involved 
were  Wythall — 11  eases  ; ITagley,  Hunnington  and  Romsley — 
1 ease  each.  The  ages  of  cases  varied  from  12  months  to  35 
y(‘ars.  Five  cases  were  between  1 and  4 years  of  age  ; 5 cases 
were  between  29  and  35  years.  Both  sexes  were  equally 
affected. 
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Diphtheria. 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  duriiis  th(‘  y('ar. 

It  is  interesting!;  to  jio  back  over  tlic  records  of  the  annual 
incidence  of  Diphtheria  in  the  district.  The  disease  never 
appears  to  have  reached  epidemic  jtroportions,  but  tlieri*.  is  no 
indication  whether  any  number  of  cases  w^as  confined  to  a 
particular  xiarish.  The  disease  was  most  ])revalent  from  the 
middle  iy2()’s  until  the  end  of  the  1930’s  during  which  time 
very  few  years  jiassed  without  a small  number  of  deaths.  The 
Avorst  year  recorded  was  1926  with  35  cases  and  7 deaths. 

To  illustrate  the  remarkable  decline  in  the  incidence  of 
mortality  from  Diphtheria,  which  must  be  put  down  in  major 
part  to  the  Immunisation  Campaign  of  the  past  8 years,  I 
liave  selected  two  four-year  periods  for  comparison  : — 

Cases  Notified  Deaths 
1934—1937  ....  72  6 

1947—1950  ....  1 6 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  number  of  children  wlio  completed  a course  of  immunisa- 
tion during  1950  was  as  follows  : — 

Primary  Immunisation — 

Under  5 years  old  ....  ....  258  (354) 

5 — 14  years  ....  ..  . ..  20  (32) 


278  (386) 


Reinforcing  (Booster)  injections  268  (298) 

The  “ immunisation  ” state  of  children  in  the  Rural  District 
on  the  31st  December,  1950,  was  as  follows  : — 


Age 

0—1 

1—2 

2—3 

3—4 

4—5 

5—0  1 10—15 

Total 

Number  Iiumun- 
i.sed 

4 

174 

337 

280 

203 

1681 

1308 

4053 

Related  No.  of 
Children 
(Approx.) 

2410 

4305 

0715 

%Immunised 

44.2% 

00.4% 

00.4% 

The  com])arable  x)ercentage  figures  on  31st  December, 
1950,  were  : — 


°olnimuiiised 

44.2% 

tiO.li'’,, 

00.4%^ 

There  was  a mark(‘d  fall  in  the  number  of  primary  immunisa- 
tions due  to  the  sus]K‘nsion  of  the  service  (luring  the 
])oliomyelitis  e])idemic.  The  risk,  very  slight,  of  i)aralysis 
occurring  in  a limb  which  had  been  the  site  of  a recent  injection, 
in  suffenu's  from  xioliomyelitis,  had  been  found  on  tlie  investiga- 
tions of  a i)r(‘vious  e])idemic.  Much  |)ublicity  was  mad(‘  of  thes(‘ 


findings  with  the  result  that  parents  were  unwilling  to  subject 
their  children  to  this  small  risk.  It  was  decided,  therefore,  by 
the  County  Medical  Officer,  to  suspend  immunisation  for  the 
duration  of  the  epidemic. 

It  is  realised  that  the  above  figures  may  not  give  a true 
picture  of  the  immunisation  state  in  the  pre-school  and  school 
child  because  a considerable  amount  of  immunisation  is 
done  by  private  practitioners  which  is  not  recorded  by  the  local 
authority.  However,  even  taking  this  into  account,  I am  not 
satisfied  that  the  immunisation  state  is  high  enough  to  prevent 
diphtheria  gaining  hold,  if  ever  it  presents  itself  in  a very 
virulent  form.  Although  the  incidence  of  the  disease  has 
dechned  remarkably,  the  case  mortality  has  remained  unchanged 
— DIPHTHEEIA  IS  JUST  AS  DEADLY  AS  EVEE  TO 
THE  UNIMMUNISED  CHILD. 

We  must,  therefore,  continue  in  our  efforts  towards  100% 
immunisation. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Thirty-two  cases  were  notified — a slight  increase  on  the 
previous  year. 

The  organism  which  has  this  disease  is  similar  to  that  found 
in  the  throats  of  many  sufferers  from  “ tonsihtis.”  Scarlet  Fever 
is,  fundamentally,  tonsihtis  'with  a scarlet  rash.  Children 
suffering  from  throat  infections  of  this  nature,  whether  with  or 
without  a rash,  are  all  liable  to  develop  comphcations — middle 
ear  infections  with  discharging  ears,  as  only  one  example.  It 
is  thought  that  many  rheumatic,  arthritic  and  heart  diseases 
may  have  as  their  origin  a “ sore  throat  ” in  childhood. 

Sore  throats  in  children  shordd  not  be  treated  hghtly,  but 
medical  advice  shoidd  be  sought. 

Food  Poisoning. 

Only  one  case  was  reported  which  was  confirmed  bacterio- 
logicaUy.*  The  source  was  not  traced. 

Measles. 

This  disease  showed  its  biennial  decline  in  incidence. 

Whooping  Cough. 

The  number  of  notifications  of  wliooping  cough  showed  a 
slight  increase  over  the  previous  year.  Tliis  disease  now  ranks 
as  the  major  killing  infectious  disease  of  childhood.  It  is  also 
one  of  the  most  disabling.  Much  permanent  injury  can  result 
if  ])roper  care  and  attention  is  not  given  in  the  acute  stages. 

New  vaccines  are  on  trial  in  several  areas  throughout  the 
country  in  an  attempt  to  discover  an  efficient  means  of  protection 
against  this  disease.  Gri'at  strides  have  been  made  towards 
this  end.  It  is  hoped  that  soon  there  will  be  as  reliable  a fmm 
of  immunisation  against  whooping  cough  as  now  exists  against 
Dii)htheria. 


Vaccines  arc  available  at  present,  and  are  employed  by 
many  doctors.  Tlie  efficiency  of  these  preparations,  however, 
is  not  known  for  certain,  although  they  are  thought,  in  certain 
instances,  to  modify  the  severity  of  the  disease. 


Smallpox. 

No  cases  of  smallpox  were  recorded  during  the  year.  How- 
ever, outbreaks  in  Glasgow  and  Brighton  emphasised  the  ever 
present  possibility  of  the  disease  being  imi)orted  from  overseas. 

Number  of  persons  Vaccinated  (or  Eevaccinated)  during 
1950. 


Ago  at  31st  Dec.. 

Under  1 

1 to  4 

5—14 

15  & over 

li)-l!t,  i.e.  born  in  year. 

1!)1<). 

1945—1948. 

193.5—1944 

before 

1935. 

Total 

N'unil)cr  Vaccinated 

145 

IS 

13 

fi 

182 

Xuinber  Revaccinated 

— 

— 

— 

29 

2!) 

Tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis  continued  to  be  notified  to  the  District  Council 
and  a register  kept. 

Eight  cases  of  Pulmonary  and  7 cases  of  Non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  were  added  to  the  Register  during  the  year, 
bringing  the  total  to  156  (111). 

A very  serious  view  must  be  taken  of  this  continued  increase 
in  the  number  of  new  cases  of  a disease  which  causes  an  enormous 
amount  of  suffering  and  economic  loss,  apart  from  being- 
responsible  for  over  300  deaths  per  weelc  throughout  England 
and  Wales.  Tuberculosis  constitutes  one  of  the  major  public 
health  problems  and  must  be  considered  and  tackled  as  such. 

Bad  housing  and  the  lack  of  sanatorium  facilities  are  two  of 
the  main  factors  having  a bearing  on  this  disease  to-day. 
Nursing  and  other  staffs  are  not  available  to  the  required  extent 
to  man  sufficient  sanatorium  beds  to  deal  with  all  the  eases  in 
need  of  tr(*atment.  Isolation  is  necessary  in  cases  of  open 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection  to 
contacts.  Many  sanatorium  beds  could  be  saved  if  housing 
conditions  were  ade(piate  to  allow  honu*  isolation.  I cannot 
stress  too  strongly  the  need  for  high  ])riority  to  be  given  to  the 
re-housing  of  Tubercular  families  or  to  those  non-tubercular 
families  housed  with  them,  as  a means  of  limiting  the  spread 
of  the  disease  and  an  economic  method  of  dealing  with  the 
problem. 
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Tuberculosis — Incidence  and  Mortality  during  1950. 

V/‘  ■> 


. 

New  <!ase,s. 

Deaths. 

■i 

Age. 
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Non- 

pulmonaiy. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

pulmouary. 

1 
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2 
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2 

1 

— 
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1 

— 

— 
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— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 
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— 

65  &.  over 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

8 

9 

2 

4 

4 

2 

— 

— i 

The  state  of  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  December,  1950, 
was  as  follows  : — 


' 

M. 

F. 

TOTAL. 

Pulmonary 

57 

55 

112 

Non -pulmonary 

21 

23 

44 

Total 

78 

78 

156 

THE  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY 
INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1950. 


TO  THE  tTIAlKJMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OE  THE 

BROMSGROVE  RURAL  DISTRICT  (TIUNI^L. 

Mk.  (’TIAUiMAN,  LADIKS  AxM)  GeNTLEMEA, 

1 liav(“  pl(‘a.sur(‘  in  subinittinf?  iny  Annual  Report, 

for  1950. 

Generally,  eonditions  tlironghont  the  District  have  not 
.iireatly  altt'red  in  the  course  of  tlu‘  year.  In  res])ect  to  Ilousiu^, 
it  has  still  not  been  })ossible  to  do  more  than  attempt  to  maintain 
the  older  houses  in  a,  reasonable  state  of  re])air,  and  due  to  the 
fact  that  only  a limite<l  number  of  new  houses  have  been  erected, 
many  families  are  turning  to  caravans  to  solve  their  immediate 
housing  problem. 

Much  time  has  b('en  spent  in  supervising  the  increasing 
number  of  caravans,  and  liaison  has  been  maintained  with  the 
Town  Planning  Department  in  securing  the  greatest  measure 
of  control. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that,  owing  to  the  limited  licensing 
allocation,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  accelerate  the  recondition- 
ing of  houses  whose  condition  continues  to  deteriorate  from 
year  to  year. 

The  inspection  of  food  premises,  the  control  of  the  manufac- 
ture and  sale  of  ice  cream,  provision  of  new  drainage  systems 
to  existing  properties,  the  question  of  water  supply,  and  also 
Rodent  and  Insect  control,  have  all  received  considerable 
attention  throughout  the  year,  and  many  improvements  have 
been  effected. 

I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  Mr.  \V.  E.  Hobbs,  the 
Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  for  the  help  that  I 
have  received,  and  Dr.  E.  T.  Shennan,  who  took  up  the  duties 
of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  May,  1950. 

Again  I would  emphasise  that  my  thanks  are  also  due  to  ray 
staff  for  their  ready  and  willing  co-operation  at  all  times, 
which  has  so  materially  contributed  to  the  smooth  running  of 
the  De])artment. 

I am,  Mr.  C'hairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

PEARSON  P.  CHAMINGS, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 


COMPLAINTS. 


A total  of  279  complaints  were  received  during  tlie  year  1950, 
all  of  which  w^ere  investigated  and  ap])ropriate  action  taken. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  following  arc  the  numbers  and  nature  ot  Inspections 
made  during  the  year  : — 

Houses  inspected  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  508 

No.  of  inspections  and  re-inspections  of  houses  ....  524 

Inspections  under  Housing  Regulations  ....  ....  ....  — 

Visits  re  Complaints  and  Nuisances  ....  ....  ....  535 

Visits  re  Notifiable  Diseases  ^ ....  ....  ....  ....  97 

Knackers’  Yard  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ..  15 

Slaughter  of  Pigs  on  Private  Premises  ....  ....  ....  6 

Milk  and  Dairies  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  75 

Piggeries  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  75 

Bakehouses  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  12 

Schools  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  17 

Factories  and  Workshops  ....  ....  ....  ...  ....  33 

Outworkers’  Premises  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ....  ....  ....  ....  . ..  1472 

Water  Supply  ' ....  416 

Works  in  Progress  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  423 

Drainage  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  785 

Shops,  etc.  (re  unfit  food)  ....  ....  ....  ....  12 

Visits  to  Shops  and  Food  Premises  ....  ....  ....  295 

Rodent  Control  ....  ....  ....  ....  . ..  60 

Outside  Interviews  ....  ....  ....  ...  . 442 

Building  Licences  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  80 

Verminous  Premises  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  8 

Smoke  Abatement  ....  ....  ....  ....  ...  55 

Miscellaneous  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ...  "464 

Total  No.  of  informal  Notices  served  during  the  year  . 204 


HOUSING. 

Inspection  of  I)\vcllin<r-liouscs  (lurinjj  the  year: — 

(i)  (a)  Total  nnniher  of  dwelling’-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  .... 

(b)  Number  of  Inspeetions  made  for  the  purpose 

(ii)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (i)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Con- 
solidated Itegulations  1925  and  1932 
(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(iii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  lu;man  habitation  .... 

(iv)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  tbose 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  not 
found  to,  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation 

Eemedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 
formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-bouses  ni  respect  of 

which  Notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  informal  notices  were  served  requir- 
ing defects  to  be  remedied  

Formal 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

(a)  By  OvATiers 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(C)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  .. 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 


(D)  Proceedings  under  Section  1 2 of  t lie  Housing  Act, 

1936 

(i)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  wliicli  Closing- 
Orders  were  made  ..  . ..  . — 

(ii)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  / 

room  having  been  rendered  fit  . . — 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV — Overcrowding: — 

It  is  not  possible  to  supply  accurate  figures  for  overcrowding 
in  the  district. 

HOUSING. 

General. 

No  demolition  order  was  made  during  the  year,  but  one 
house  was  demolished  as  a result  of  informal  action. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  issue  only  three  statutory  notices 
for  the  repair  of  houses,  as  in  almost  all  cases  an  informal 
letter,  if  necessary  followed  by  the  threat  of  formal  action,  was 
successful  in  securing  the  carrying  out  of  the  repairs  required. 

Inspection  of  premises  after  apjiMcation  for  building  licences 
(in  respect  of  property  where  no  plans  had  to  be  submitted) 
entailed  a considerable  number  of  visits,  but  enabled  supervision 
of  essential  work  to  be  carried  out. 

Several  enquiries  were  received  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949, 
with  regard  to  improvement  grants,  but  only  two  appUcations 
were  received.  These  were  approved  by  the  Council  and 
forwarded  to  tbe  Eegional  Office  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  for 
their  consideration.  One  was  rejected  and  the  other  application 
was  still  under  consideration  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Following  the  carrying  out  of  considerable  repairs  to  two 
cottages,  which  were  subject  to  Demolition  orders,  a successful 
appbeation  was  made  to  the  County  Court  under  the  Housing 
Act,  1949,  for  the  quashing  of  the  Orders. 

A number  of  substandard  cottages  which  were  sold  when 
vacant  have  been  reconditioned  and  brought  up  to  a good 
standard  and  in  this  Avay  quite  a number  which  had  been  placed 
in  Catetory  3 or  4 under  the  Ei;ral  Survey  are  noAv  in  Category  1. 

Owuig  to  the  rising  costs  of  materials  and  labour  it  is  not 
possible  to  get  major  alterations  and  improvements  carried  out 
within  the  limits  of  the  £100  at  present  exempt  from  Licence 
and  it  is  to  be  ho])ed  that  it  aaIU  not  be  long  before  the  hmit  is 
raised  or  a more  generous  Licensing  allocation  is  made  by  the 
Ministry  of  Local  Government  and  Plannmg  to  enable  the 
department  to  pursue  a more  Augorous  poUcy  in  order  to  raise 
the  Housing  standard  throughout  the  district. 


riaiining-  n'slrictions,  Devclopiiu'iil.  cliarju'S,  aiid  n-strictlinp,- 
of  the  buildin"  of  ]irivat('  liouses,  have  all  tended  to  i)lace 
fictitious  values  on  old  houses  and  eoltafi'es  which  eanu*  on  the 
market  and  which  will  lend  themselves  to  recondilioniiif;, 
esi)(‘cially  where  water  main  and  drainaft’e  facilities  are  availabh'. 

TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS. 

Again  a considerabh'  amount  of  time  has  been  d(‘voted  to 
the  ins])ection  and  control  of  caravans,  etc.,  1472  visits  Ixung 
made  in  the  course  of  Ihe  year. 

Eight  site  licences  and  fifty-two  individual  licences  were  in 
force  during  the  year.  About  four  hundred  of  these  structures 
were  stationed  throughout  the  district. 

Endeavour  was  made  to  deal  with  all  unlicensed  caravans 
during  the  year  in  conjunction  with  the  Town  Planning  Depart- 
ment, and  a comprehensive  list  was  submitted  to  the  Council. 

All  new  applicants  were  dealt  with  simultaneously  under 
both  the  Public  Health  Act  and  the  Town  and  Country  Planning 
Act. 

The  caravans  are  mainly  used  by  persons  unable  to  find 
housing  accommodation,  and  the  numbers  used  by  holiday- 
makers are  relatively  small. 

Generally,  all  sites  were  maintained  in  a satisfactory  con- 
dition from  a Public  Health  aspect. 

Again  I would  emphasise  the  need  of  the  provision  of 
properly  controlled  sites  either  by  Private  Enterprise  or  by  the 
Local  Authority  especially  m districts  such  as  this,  bordering 
large  cities,  or  urban  areas,  and  until  the  Imusing  problem  has 
been  solved  it  is  obvious  by  the  reports  received  in  the  Depart- 
ment that  the  freedom  of  a caravan  is  much  to  be  preferred  to 
the  restrictions  enforced  by  Landlords  who  let  rooms  which  are 
usually  let  partly  furnished  at  extortionate  rents. 

As  in  previous  years,  one  camp — Dustliouse  Lane,  Tardebigge 
— was  used  for  the  accommodation  of  fruit  pickers,  consisting 
of  school  parties,  and  was  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk. 

Routine  visits  to  Dairies  were  carried  out,  but  the  responsi- 
bility for  farms  is  now  with  the  IVIinistry  of  Agriculture. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Jiegulations  1949. 

The  following  licences  (including  supplementary  licences) 
wer(“  issued  during  the  year  ; — 

Tuberculin  T<‘Sted  Milk 

(1)  Dealers  ....  S (2)  Supi)lementaiy  ....  .4 

Past(‘urised  .Milk 

(1)  Dealers  ....  10  (2)  Suppleiiientary  ....  (> 

St(*rilis(*d  Milk 

(1)  Dealers  ....  L’l  (2)  Sup])h‘ni(‘ntary  ....  7 
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(b)  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

There  is  no  Centralized  Slanghterhonse  in  the  District. 

Inspection  of  meat  Avas  confined  to  cottagers’  pigs,  a number 
of  which  were  examined.  Routine  inspection  was  carried  out 
of  food  premises  and  x)remises  of  all  new  api)licants  for  catering 
licences,  etc.  Avere  visited  and  approved  prior  to  the  issue  of 
the  licences  by  the  Food  Office. 

A total  of  780  lbs.  of  foodstuffs  of  varying  kinds  was 
condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption,  and  surrendered, 
during  the  year. 

(c)  Ice  Cream. 

The  total  number  of  registrations  in  force  for  premises  for 
the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  Avas  8,  and  for  retail  sale  only  69. 

One  hundred  and  thirty -four  samples  were  submitted  during 
the  year  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  examination. 

The  results  of  the  bacteriological  samples  Avere  as  follows  ; — 

Provisional  Grade  1 96  Satisfactory'. 
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15  Fair. 

1 Unsatisfactory. 


2 

3 

4 


Due  partly  to  the  imimoved  position  with  regard  to 
materials,  i.e.  fat,  dried  milk,  sugar,  etc.,  it  is  noted  with  pleasure 
that  not  only  has  there  been  a good  hygienic  standard  main- 
tained  generally,  but  the  food  value  of  the  ice  cream  has  consider- 
ably improved,  and  the  average  fat  content  of  the  134  samples 
taken  was  9.2o/o  compared  with  7.5%  in  1949. 


HOUSE  DRAINAGE. 


New  drainage  to  existing  houses  w^as  proAuded  in  105  cases, 
66  beuig  to  the  sewer,  and  at  39  properties  cesspools  were  provided. 
At  a further  17  premises  the  drains  w-ere  repaired. 

Extensions  to  the  sewers  were  carried  out  in  Baccabox  Lane 
and  Three  Oaks  Road,  Wythall,  and  all  the  properties  w^ere 
connected  thercAvith. 

The  work  of  provision  of  SeAvers  and  Sewage  Works  for  the 
village  of  Belbroughton  was  not  commenced,  as  had  been  hoped. 

The  need  for  SeAver  extension  at  Barkers  Lane  and  Gorsey 
Lane,  Wythall ; and  Hopwood,  Alveehurch  Parish ; together 
with  a scheme  for  Fairfield,  Belbroughton  Parish,  are  very 
urgent,  and  I feel  that  attention  must  be  draAvn  thereto  on  eveiy 
possible  occasion. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT. 


Eight  renewals  of  licences  w^ue  issued  under  the  aboA'e  Act 
during  the  year.  > 
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WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Twolvc  sa.inpU's  of  mains  \vat(n-  wore  subiuittod  for  bactorio- 
lo»'ieal  ami  ohcmiical  examination,  and  were  satisfaetory. 

Fifty-nine  samples  of  water  from  private*  wells  were  sub- 
mitted for  both  ehemical  and  baeteriolo‘>-ieal  examination,  and 
three  for  baeteriologieal  (‘xamination  only.  Of  tlu'se,  thirty-eight 
were  baeteriologieally  nnsatisfaetoTy  and  forty  (diemically 
unsatisfaetory  : ninetei'ii  were  chemically  satisfactory  and 
twenty  -four  baeteriologieally  satisfactory. 

Of'  the  ten  samples  of  spring  water  examined  chemically 
and  baeteriologieally.  two  were  nnsatisfactory,  and  eight 
satisfactory. 

Fifty-four  existing  premises  were  connected  to  tlic  water 
mains  in  the  course  of  1950. 

A total  of  3,672  yards  of  new  main  was  laid  by  the  various 
Water  Undertakings  within  the  District  during  the  year. 

Once  again  I Avould  urge  the  necessity  of  ])roviding  piped 
water  supplies  in  connection  with  the  several  priority  schemes 
which  have  been  approved  by  the  Council. 

DISINFESTATION.  ! 

Four  pn'inises  found  to  be  infested  with  bugs  or  fleas  were 
disinfested. 

All  the  Council  refuse  tips  were  periodically  treated  for  flies 
and  crickets  where  necessary. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

A full-time  Rodent  Operative  is  employed.  A total  of  102 
infestations  of  private  houses,  and  40  at  business  premises,  were 
successfully  treated. 

During  the  year  the  Council  decided  to  provide  a free  service 
for  the  destruction  of  rats,  at  private  dwelhngs,  but  m the  case 
of  business  premises  a charge  was  made  as  previously. 

The  free  service  has  resulted  in  closer  co-operation  between 
the  public  and  Department  and,  in  this  way,  what  might  liave 
become  major  infestations  have  been  ehmmated  by  ]irompt 
action. 

Test  baiting  of  the  sewers  was  carried  out,  and  no  infestation 
was  discovered. 

Periodic  inspection  and  treatments  of  the  refuse  tips  and 
sewage  works  was  carried  out  throughout  the  year,  a total  of 
548  visits  bemg  made  by  the  Rodent  Operative. 

It  can  be  confidently  stated  that,  as  the  result  of  the  work 
that  has  been  carried  out  both  on  Council  Undertakings  and  at 
private  and  business  premises,  no  serious  cases  of  inb'station 
were  known  to  exist  at  the  end  of  1950. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

In  three  cases  during  the  course  of  the  year  it  was  necessary 
to  make  arrangements  for  the  burial,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  above  Act,  of  persons  dying  within  the  Districl. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  another  duty,  that  of  Welfare 
Officer,  has  been  added  to  the  list  of  duties  undertaken  by  the 
Department. 
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SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Nuniorous  visits  wore  made  and  a great  deal  of  time  siamt  in 
dealing  with  a niiisanee  from  smoke  and  fnmes  from  one  factory 
within  tlie  District.  Certain  alterations  were  agreerl  and  carried 
out  by  the  firm,  since  wiien  tlie  trord:)le  lias  been  eliminated  to 
a large  extent. 


FACTORIES  ACT  1937. 


Number  of 

1 

1 

PREMISES. 

Number  on 
Register. 

(3) 

Inspec- 

tions. 

(4) 

Written 

Notices. 

(5) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(6) 

(1 ) Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 

Authorities 

5 

6 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Anthoritv. 

72 

27 

1 

(3)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
{excluding  out-workers’ 
ju’emises) 

9 

TOTAL 

86 

33 
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— 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


N<).  of  cases  in  which  defects  w^ere  found 

Xumber 

Referred  : 

in  which 

PARTICULARS. 

(1) 

Found 

(3) 

Remedied 

(4) 

To 

H.M. 

Inspector. 

(5) 

Inspector. 

(6) 

tions 

were 

instituted. 

(7) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 



— 

— 

— 

— 

Ovorcrowaling  (S.2) 

■ 

— 





_ 

U nrcasonablc  tempera- 
ture (S.3) 





— 

— 

— 

IiKulequate  Ventilation 
(S.4) 





— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  Drainage  of 
Floors  (S.u) 





— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7)  : 

(al  liisuiFicioiit 

1 

1 

1 



(b)  Unsuitable  or 
Defective 

1 

1 



— 

— 

({■)  Xol  si*i)anito  for 
sexes 

- 



— 

— 

— 

ot  her  oiTeiices  a.geinst 
the  Act.  (not  including 
offences  rc'lating  to 
Outwork) 



— 

'I’O'I’AL 

0 

2 

- 

1 

■ 
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